I54            Social Life of the Aryas.
Southern India the practice was similar.   Surgiva says: fi< ily deep distress and downcast mien By citizen and lord were seen> They made me king against my will.3*
(Griffiths' Rarmyan!)
The people thus exercised a power in the election and deposition of kings, who were therefore not independent of them.
" Law,'* says Sankara, " is the king of kings, far more powerful than they" The king was guided by a council regarding the regulation and administration of the country, which, as well as the maintenance of the hereditary nobility, served as a great check on the throne.
On the occasion of the inauguration of Yudisthira, Taisyas and Sudras were invited, and food, lodging and entertainments were provided for all classes without distinction. It is thus evident that caste feeling was dormant when Yudisthira and Bhisma lived. As to the Council Professor Wilson says: *<The account does not comprise all the officers stated, and lists given in the Pancka, Tantra from the Mahalharat specify thirty-three persons or classes of persons attached in a public or private capacity to royalty." From Wilkins* translation of an inscription found at Monghyr it appears that Deb Paul had twenty-eight officers of new designations, evidently showing a change from Manu's time.
From the Yedic time the village system prevailed. There were lords of cities and rulers of villages. There was correspondence from the village to the city and from the city to the minister in charge of revenue and police administration, and the different districts of akingdom were thus kept intact as regards internal administration. At the time of Alexander's invasion the Greek writers mention different classes of officers in charge of different depart* merits, vfe., the clearing out of rivers, measuring of lands, supervision of reservoirs, supplying water to the canals, collection of taxes, superintendence workmen, care of the roads, enquiry into births and deaths, &c. There was even a class to take care of foreigners. Mention is also made of persons who consulted with the king on public affairs, or with magistrates in independent States. According to the Indika of Arrian there were councillors of State, who had the prerogative of choosing governors, chiefs of provinces, deputy governors, superintendents of the treasury, generals of the army, admirals of the navy, controllers and commissioners who superintended agriculture. The king's time was regulated after he performed religious ceremonies. He entered the palace where he stood for a while to gratify his subjects with kind looks and words. Eamchun-dra is prominently mentioned in the Ramayan as having endeared himself to the people by kind and affectionate enquiries. The king entered into higher subjects also. Thus in the tiretmat- Bhagbat